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Abstract: Bhagirath Mishra is an exceptional figure in writing literature centered on the lives of the subaltern
classes. By focusing on rural life, he pioneered a new path in depicting the rise and fall of marginalized
communities. In the novel Charanbhumi, the author brings to light the unknown life stories of the “Bherihar”
community. The Bherihars are a group of sheep herders who lead a nomadic lifestyle. These shepherds are
known as “Bhakat.” They wander across a vast region stretching from Ranchi and Hazaribagh in the west to
Hooghly in the east, covering large parts of Bengal and Bihar, moving continuously for years and generations.
However, the Bherihars are not the actual owners of the sheep. They take loans (advance payments) from the
owners and are engaged in sheep rearing. This debt grows at a compound rate in such a way that they are
never able to free themselves from it throughout their lives. The open fields serve as their homes, and as a
result, they remain bound by certain customs and rituals. For instance, they observe the ritual of “Magh-Shiri
Panchami” for the first shearing of sheep wool of the season. The lives of the Bherihars are deeply intertwined
with the cycle of seasons. During the monsoon, they cannot survive in the open plains with their sheep, and
are forced to take shelter in hills or caves, making their lives even more difficult. In reality, those who are
socially categorized as lower caste are also economically oppressed and have been exploited by the ruling
classes for generations. Although the nature of this oppression has changed over time, it continues to persist
in different forms. Through this novel, | want to focus to portray the lives of those marginalized (Apankteya),
oppressed, and dispossessed communities who remain excluded from mainstream from the society.
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“Marxist sociology starts from the premise that the primary func- tion of social organization in the
satisfaction of basic human needs- food clothing and shelter. Hence, the Productive system is the nucleus
around which other elements of society are organized. Contemporary sociology has reversed this
emphasis by stressing the distribution system, the stratification components of which are status and

prestige. To Marx, however, distribution is a dependent function of production.

Stemming from the assumption of the primacy of production is the Marxist definition of class: Any
aggregate of persons who play the same part in the production mechanism. Marx, in Capital, outlined
three main classes, differentiated according to relations to the means of production: (1) Capitalists, or
owners of the means of production; (2) Workers, or all those who are employed by others; (3) Land
owners, who in Marx's theory seemingly differ from Capitalists and are re- garded as survivors of

feudalism’
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